Europe Deserves Better - EU Position Paper

Preamble

Labour Youth is an organisation that believes in unity, equality and democracy. These beliefs extend to Labour Youth's position in the European Union and involvement in ECOSY, the young European socialists. Labour Youth believes in a social Europe where the values we strive to uphold are enshrined. We believe that any constitution or central position paper of the European Union should uphold our beliefs. This is fundamental to our goal of a social Europe. The significance of the E.U. constitutional treaty is immense. 

At the 2004 Labour Youth national conference, a mandate was passed for Labour Youth to hold a special delegate conference to decide our position on the Constitutional treaty (then a draft constitution). After a day of heated debate at the Special Delegate Conference the decision was taken to oppose the E.U. constitutional treaty. Furthermore, Labour Youth also voted in favour of actively campaigning against the constitutional treaty. 

While labour youth are strongly opposed to this proposed constitution for reasons concerning the neo-liberal values it enshrines, fears on increased militarisation and worries over ease of privatisation, we are not opposed to the idea of a constitution for the E.U. We believe that a constitution governing the E.U. would be a good idea if it promoted a greater unity and solidarity, however we must not settle for the first effort that comes our way and should fight for a constitution we can trust and believe in. 

 

The E.U. Constitutional Treaty enshrines neo-liberal values

It is a belief held strongly in Labour Youth that the E.U. constitutional treaty enshrines the neo-liberal values that we, as an organisation, are ideologically opposed to. The constitution mentions, in a number of articles, provisions and promises to promote free trade and open markets within the European Union. It is our belief that this is very dangerous and unfairly promotes the growth of capitalist economies, without laying any consideration for the workers and small businessmen. 

We believe that the constitutional treaty is designed to facilitate the growth of the multi-nationals at the expense of the people. It is a well voiced belief that countries that rely on large-scale foreign industry, when economic or fiscal change occurs, can be left with huge deficits which will serve only to harm workers and create social problems. It is also believed that the multi-nationals that the neo-liberal attitudes are serving hold less value in trade unions and workers rights, which are fundamental aspects of the Labour movement. 

 

 

The E.U. Constitutional Treaty allows for increased militarisation.

The E.U. constitutional treaty holds provisions for the setting up of an "E.U. Army" in the form of a number of small groups of soldiers ready for active combat at any time. The number of these groups and the provisions for reserves to be on standby for them means, in Labour Youth's opinion, that the "E.U. army" could assemble troops numbering over 100,000 in a very short space of time. 

This brings worries about the plans to make the E.U. a new super-power on a military, as well as a economic, scale. Along with the highly suspicious plans for federalism in the treaty, Labour Youth harbour strong fears of the effect the treaty will have on Irish neutrality, and the neutrality of any E.U. country who decides to operate such a policy. We fear that the E.U., when faced with conflict, will disregard neutrality of states and force previously neutral states into conflict. This is unacceptable in the view of Labour Youth. 

The E.U. constitutional treaty provides for privatisation of public services

Labour Youth are of the opinion that the constitutional treaty not only provides for ease of privatisation of public services, but indeed encourages it. Labour Youth cannot accept any document which carries such values. We, as an organisation, are ideologically opposed to privatisation under any guise. Thus, we refuse to accept this document, or any other similar document carrying such blatant disregard for the public sector and services for the people. 

Labour Youth believe in people, not profit and thus will only accept a constitution which carries a similar ethos.

 Conclusion
Labour Youth, the fastest growing youth political movement in Ireland, are in favour of creating a constitution for the European Union, however we must demand that such a document be one that is comprehensive in its nature, representative of the people and carries the values of a fair society. The E.U. constitutional treaty that we are faced with does not do any of these things and we must oppose it and campaign actively against it. 
